Resources To Help You Recycle
Close to 90% of our household waste can either be
recycled or composted (EPA, 2012). Unfortunately, more
than 95% of food waste that could be composted ends up
in landfills and incinerators (USDA, 2014). In the U.S., in
2016, Americans went through about 50 billion plastic
water bottles of which only 23% were recycled. What
actions can you take to reduce waste through recycling?
Review your Monona Recyclopedia for a complete
list of all items that can be recycled in Monona.
http://mymonona.com/DocumentCenter/View/2691/
City-of-Monona-Recyclopedia?bidId=
There are items that can’t be put in the blue recycle
bin but can still be recycled. For an alphabetized list of
what can be recycled locally, and how, visit Clean Sweep:
http://www.danecountycleansweep.com/household/hous
ehold-disposal

Eco-Action Tuesdays
Eco-Action Tuesdays is a program series
based on the “ripple effect”.
Beginning in our own backyard, we
explore sustainability issues through handson, entertaining presentations on the fourth
Tuesday, March–October.
Discover how the eco-actions you take at
home—and share with others—can ripple
throughout the community, creating a
healthier, more sustainable place.
mymonona.com/163/Eco-Action-Tuesdays
Eco-Action Tuesdays are sponsored by:

The Dane County Public Works and Highway
Transportation has information on things often thrown
away that can be recycled!
https://pwht.countyofdane.com/recycling.aspx
The Monona Library accepts magazines; drop-off
boxes are in the café area in the lower level, accessible
when the library is open.
Rechargeable batteries can be recycled for free at
Staples in Monona, and at Clean Sweep and Batteries
Plus. Single-use alkaline batteries are accepted at very
few locations; at Batteries Plus a $1.85 per pound fee
applies. The City of Madison has a new single-use
battery recycling program; one of the closest drop-off
sites is Willy St. Co-op.
Reduce and reuse as your first choices! Go
compostable: don’t buy disposable plastic items such
as plates, forks, spoons, and straws! Buy items in bulk
and bring your own containers.
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Monona Public Library
1000 Nichols Road
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Recycling
Challenge
Why Should I Recycle (Reduce and Reuse)?
Recycling can significantly reduce the
amount of material that goes into landfills.
Any potential value that can still be obtained
from an item is lost when it enters the waste
stream, becoming a potential problem,
perhaps producing methane in a landfill or
air pollution in an incinerator.
By recycling you can help stop harmful
chemicals from contaminating air, water, and
soil adjacent to landfills. Pollutants and
contaminants can travel through air and the
water table further and more quickly than we
once believed/thought.
Ultimately, recycling is an everyday action
that everyone can do to help preserve our
environment by decreasing the need for
extracting new raw materials from the Earth,
and expending energy to do this.

What Is Recycling?

More Ways to Recycle!

Take the Recycling Challenge!

Recycling is the process of collecting and
processing materials that would otherwise be thrown
away as trash and instead repurposing these materials
into new products or identifying other uses for them.

Monitors, laptops, printers, computers, DVD
players, stereo equipment, VCRs, video game consoles,
PDA/cell phones and more can be recycled at Clean
Sweep. Fees may be applicable. Ink and toner
cartridges, electronic items can be recycled at Staples
in the Pier 37 shopping center. For a list of items, go to
https://www.staples.com/sbd/cre/marketing/sustain
ability-center/. If an item is still operational, donate it
to one of the many thrift stores in the area.
For medications, find the location of the MEDDROP
near you. The East Madison Police Station on Cottage
Grove Road and the McFarland Police Department are
two that are close to Monona. Accepted items include
pills, creams, powders, patches, liquids, medications
for pets, vitamins, inhalers, nebulizer solution, and
medication samples. For more information, visit
https://safercommunity.net/meddrop/.

1. Plastic, Plastic, Everywhere. We are inundated with
plastic from many sources. Be sure to take your
reusable bags with you when you shop, but that’s not
enough. Recycle any bag or item that has recycle
symbol numbers accepted by your recycling provider.
And create a bag of bags to recycle! Fill a plastic bag
with clean, dry plastic bags such as bread bags,
newspaper bags, food storage bags, and case
packaging wrap. What do you do with them when the
bag is full?

What Can I Recycle?
Perhaps more than you realize, a wide variety of
materials can be recycled! Here are some examples of
what households in Monona may put into the recycling
bins for bi-monthly pick up:






Aluminum cans and clean aluminum foil
Metal—for example, steel and tin cans (rinsed)
Glass jars and bottles (rinsed)
Plastics numbered 1–7 (rinsed as needed)
Corrugated cardboard (boxes), cardboard
dairy/juice cartons (rinsed), paperboard (cereal
boxes, shoe boxes)
 Magazines, mail, phone books, catalogs
 Paper, including school and office paper (all
colors), newspapers, and brown paper bags. Note
that some paper products can’t be recycled because
of having food waste on them (for example, pizza
boxes). These products CAN be composted, though,
to keep them out of a landfill!
Plastic bag collection bins are located near the
store entrance or customer service desk at Pick ‘N
Save, Walmart, and Kohl’s, all Monona businesses.
CLEAN and DRY items that can be recycled include:




Bread bags, dry cleaning bags, produce bags, and
case wrap from snack/beverage cases
Plastic air pillows
Grocery, retail, newspaper, and food storage bags

Incandescent, CFL and florescent bulbs and lamps
can be recycled at Batteries Plus in Monona, and ANY
store that sells them. A small fee may apply.

The Monona Yard Waste site is open 24 hours a
day, from early spring until late fall. It is located on
Edna Taylor Parkway, between East Broadway and
Femrite Drive, at the Public Works Garage. Accepted
materials are leaves, yard waste, grass clippings, and
garden waste. Tree and shrub branches and limbs are
NOT accepted at this location. See the Brush
Collection schedule at
http://mymonona.com/255/Brush-Leaves-YardWaste. An alternative to disposing of yard waste is to
set up a composting area in your yard to create your
own compost, an excellent soil amendment!
For batteries, note that there are different kinds of
batteries and different locations to recycle them.
Lead/acid automotive batteries can be recycled at
Clean Sweep, any place that sells them (e.g., Farm and
Fleet), All Metals Recycling, and Batteries Plus at 115
East Broadway in Monona:
https://www.batteriesplus.com/store-locator/wi/583.

2. Broken or Obsolete Electronic Items. Our homes are
filled with electronic devices that we use regularly.
Identify three electronic devices in your home and list
places where you can recycle them when you no longer
need them.
3. Outdated or Leftover Medications. Partially used or
outdated medication should never be flushed down the
toilet or placed in the trash. How should medications
be disposed of?
4. Yard Trimmings. After pruning your shrubs and
trees, weeding and mowing, you have yard waste to
dispose of. Can you take all of it to the Monona City
Yard Waste location?
5. All Types of Batteries. Batteries shouldn’t be thrown
in the trash when they’re no longer useful. What should
you do with them?
6. Burned Out Light Bulbs. With the introduction of
compact florescent and LED light bulbs, there won’t be
as many bulbs to dispose of since they last much
longer. But all light bulbs burn out eventually and
they shouldn’t be thrown in the trash. Where can light
bulbs be recycled?
7. Almost Everything Else. Many more items can be
recycled. List five things in your house that can be
recycled in the blue Monona bins. Identify five other
items that can’t go in your household recycle bin but
can be recycled elsewhere. Where will you recycle
them?

