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MESSAGE FROM MONONA PUBLIC
LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Meet Monona Library’s New Youth
Services Team!

This year has been challenging in ways
we could never have anticipated. Over
the last few months, the library staff
have provided as many library services as possible while keeping safety,
for both staff and the public, number
one priority. This has meant the library
building being closed for a year, but we
have provided book pick-ups via our curbside pickup service, hosted dozens of programs virtually, take home kits
for families, and information regarding the community. We
have also seen the retirement of Ms. Karen, who has been at
Monona Library for over 35 years! Tiffany is our new Youth
Services Coordinator, and Angelika is our new Youth Services Librarian focusing on services for children ages birth to 8
years old.

Tiffany Helgerson is the new Youth
Services Coordinator! She has had the
joy of serving pre-teens and teens at
Monona Library for the last two years,
and is thrilled to continue working
with these age groups while also expanding to elementary-age children!
Tiffany has a B.S. in Psychology from
Iowa State University and completed
her Master’s in Library and Information Studies at UW-Madison. She is excited to forge forward
building an innovative, creative, and future-focused Youth
Services Department that is passionate about serving the
needs of children, families, and caretakers in the community.

Very soon we hope it will be safe to open Monona Library
again. It will still take time to scale up to all the services we
had prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, yet reopening is an
important step on our way to that goal. When we reopen,
you will notice some changes in place and in progress. We
painted some of our rooms, changed some furniture, and
are in the process of moving the Friends of Monona Library’s
Bookstore to near the main entrance where the vending
machines used to be. The Bookstore relocation will provide
visitors with immediate access to the many wonderful materials the Friends have to offer, and eventually, comfortable
chairs in which to enjoy the space and its many windows.
Over these last few months, I have witnessed library staff
go above and beyond to do what it takes to offer services to
the Monona community. I have also had the privilege to see
the Friends of Monona Library do what they always do, year
in and year out, and that is to support the library. There are
so many programs that are offered to the community that
would not be possible without the support of our Friends.
Stay tuned to the library website, library Facebook page,
library e-newsletters, and WVMO for more information
about the library reopening in the near future.
Ryan Claringbole, Library Director

Tiffany and her husband are the proud parents of a bright
and adventurous two-year-old. Tiffany lovingly refers to
their home as a “silly suburban micro-hobby farm” where
they grow veggies, flowers, and raise a few stubborn, yet
sweet, Orpington chickens.
Angelika Neitzel is the new Early Literacy Librarian! She is a long time
resident of Monona and has been
part of the Youth Services Team for
several years. She has also worked
for the Monona Grove School District
supporting students at Taylor Prairie
School. Angelika has a B.S. in Biology
from Loyola University Chicago and
has been grateful to create Saturday S.T.E.A.M programs for
grades K-5! Her background in Molecular Biology Research
at the University of Chicago fuels her passion in Project
Based Learning opportunities. She is dedicated to education
and looks forward to empowering children and families with
resources to support their individual goals.
Angelika and her family live in Monona surrounded by
an abundance of wildlife such as Sandhill cranes and wild
turkeys. Her home is filled with pets: two cats, a dog, fish,
and a crested gecko. When she isn’t reading, you can find
Angelika pulling invasive plants in the community and
restoring prairies.
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Meet the New Youth Services Team cont.

FRIENDLY UPDATES

Rob Smithson has been a part of Monona Library his entire life. At an early age,
his mother brought him to read books
and meet the staff and he has never
left! In May he will be celebrating 20
years on the staff, having served summers as a Junior Volunteer before that.
Rob has been helping families in the
Youth Services department since 2006,
sharing his origami skills with a smile. Rob has a B.S. in Physics and Astrophysics and has a blast each summer presenting educational STEM series.

March 31 marks the end of the Friends membership year.
Please check the mailing label for your membership expiration date and renew your membership if it has expired.
Membership fees are:
individual - $15
Household - $25
Sustaining - $50
Super Friend - $100

Born and raised in Monona, Rob lives with his adorable cats,
a red-eared slider turtle and a tank full of fish. If you don’t
see him in the library, he is probably out catching Pokemon
in Pokemon GO.

What People Are Saying
● Ms. Karen, thank you for everything throughout the
years. Our son enjoyed reading 1000 Books Before
Kindergarten and the celebration, reading programs
with prizes, and library Storytimes. Thank you for
keeping the children’s area stocked with good books
and helping us choose books.
● Ms. Karen represents so much of what makes the
Monona Public Library great: intelligence, caring,
dedication, enthusiasm. Thank you, Ms. Karen, for
so much for so long!
● Thank you, Ms. Karen, for the very large role you
played in building so many personal and expansive
relationships between Monona Library and the
community.
● Ms. Karen’s bright personality and love of stories
has been contagious to my kids and set them up for
school success and a passion for good books!
I cannot thank Ms. Karen enough.

Friends of the Library Book Store Is Moving
Good news. In the next few months, the Friends of the
Library Book Store will be moving near the entrance at the
lower level of the library. This will give the store more visibility, allow for more space for donated books, and provide
room for seating so that people can sit and look through
the books they are considering purchasing. More specifics
about the opening will be available on the library Web site
and on Facebook. Because of Covid, book donations are not
being accepted right now. But once the library is open again
your donations will be welcome!
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To renew, please complete the form attached to the enclosed envelope and return it with your payment. You may
also renew online at mononalibrary.org/donate now. If you
are a lifetime member (when those memberships were
available), we would be happy to accept any additional contributions you would be willing to make. All membership
payments and contributions are tax deductible to the full
extent of the law. Please encourage your friends and neighbors to support the library and join the Friends.

AMAZON SMILE
Do you want to support library
programming every time you shop
through Amazon? It’s easy with
the Amazon app on your IPhone or
Android phone. Sign in with your Amazon credentials and
choose the Friends of the Monona Public Library as your
charity. Add a bookmark for the Friends of the Monona
Public Library to make it easier to return and start your
shopping at Amazon Smile.

IAN’S PIZZA FUNDRAISER
April 28, 5 - 9 p.m.

Get great food and support the Friends
of the Monona Public Library on
Wednesday, April 28. You just have to
mention that you are calling for the
Monona library fundraiser or if you are
ordering online note the Monona library
after your name. In person you can simply show a flyer—
either print it or on your phone. Flyers will be available
with hold items picked up at the library between now and
the fundraiser. Easy dinner? Supporting your local library?
https://ianspizza.com/ians-pizza-madison/madison-menu/.
Thank you.
Are you interested in receiving this newsletter by
email? If you are, please provide your email address to
Ann Bowles in care of the Monona Public Library, 1000
Nichols Road, Monona 53716.

Register for programs at mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127 for more information

MONONA LIBRARY SERVICES
Curbside Pick-Up

While Monona Library is closed to the public, we are
offering curbside pick-up of items you have placed on hold.
Library staff is in the building to answer your questions
at 608-222-6127, and for the most updated information,
please see mononalibrary.org.

● Transparent Languages - want to learn Spanish or
polish up your Norwegian? This website offers resources for over 100 languages! Lessons range from
basic to advanced.

One Community, Many Voices

Listen to the stories of your neighbors at
mymonona.com/1325/

How to Place an Item On Hold

To place a book, movie, or CD, etc., on hold, visit LINKcat.
info and login with your library card number and PIN. The
fastest way to get materials is to search for items currently
available at Monona Library. See YouTube.com and search
“How to Search for Materials on Monona Public Library’s
Shelves” for a tutorial. If you need help placing holds or with
curbside pick-up, call 608-222-6127.

eBooks and eAudiobooks

Reading and listening to books on your phone or device is
simpler than ever with Libby. Go to your device’s app store
and search “Libby, by Overdrive” and download it. When
prompted to choose your library, choose South Central
Library System, then select Monona Public Library. When
prompted, enter your library card number. Once registration is complete, you have access to thousands of titles. If
you have questions or need assistance, contact Ryan, ryan@
mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127.

Need a Library Card?

Check our website for a Google Form to sign up for a “Web
Use Only” library card. Use this card to check out e-books
and e-audiobooks on Libby and Overdrive. You can also use
this card for all the wonderful digital services we have available online (see “Digital Resources” below). If you are interested in establishing a library account for checking out
physical books or other library materials, please indicate as
such in your form or call 608-222-6127.

Digital Resources

The library has expanded its digital resources -- and everything’s just a click away! Grab your library card and click
on “Library Resources Currently Available” (mymonona.
com/1425/Library-Resources-Currently-Available) Here is a
sample available to you:
● Creativebug - This phenomenal service offers video
classes taught by creative professionals in everything from watercolors to sewing to knitting/crocheting. They even offer “Camp Creativebug” for
kids as well as 30-day programs to help you make art
a daily practice.
● Teaching Books - Resources to expand on what your
child is reading with author interviews and discussion questions. Also explore the “discover like books”
feature to help you find new & engaging reads.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING

Monona Public Library hosts a multitude of events for adults,
children, tweens, teens, and families. For the time being,
our programs continue to be virtual. Online events are on
Facebook Live; held face-to-face over secure, password protected Zoom Video Conference; or shared on the Monona
Public Library YouTube Channel. Library staff make every effort to ensure programs can be enjoyed by all. If you have
any concerns about accessibility or need to request specific
accommodations, call 608-222-6127.

Digital Platform Details:

● You do not need an account to view the Monona
Library Facebook Page or any of the content we share
live. If you have a Facebook account, please “like” our
Facebook page to be notified of events.
● You do not need a Zoom account to participate in or
watch Zoom events. Monona Library uses the most
up to date, secure version of Zoom. Typically the
library will start the program 10 minutes beforehand
to give participants time to get logged on.
● You do not need a YouTube account to view Monona
Library videos on YouTube. From YouTube.com, type
“Monona Library” in the search bar. Most library videos are available indefinitely. If you have a YouTube
account, please “subscribe” to our channel and “like”
our videos.
● The majority of Tween and Teen programs use
Discord to chat and stream.
● Monona Community Media is dedicated to covering the happenings within the city; see youtube.
com/search “Monona Community Media” to watch
Monona related meetings.

Register for programs at mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127 for more information.
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● Listen to WVMO, 98.7 FM, to hear Monona Library
news and great music.

To keep up to date with upcoming events

● Check the Calendar of Events at mymonona.
evanced.info/signup - click on the title of the event
to learn the details, including how to register.
● Sign up for our e-newsletter -- look for “e-newsletter” on our website to get started!
● Visit and “like” the Monona Public Library Facebook
page at facebook.com/MononaPublicLibrary/
● Visit and “subscribe” to Monona Public Library Youtube page at youtube.com/user/mononalibrary
● Follow us on Instagram at instagram.com/mononalibrary
● Call Monona Public Library at 608-222-6127 with
any questions!

COVID-19 AND YOUTH
SUMMER PROGRAMS

Our Youth Services Department remains committed to serving our patrons (young and old) as safely as possible given
the COVID-19 pandemic. As summer begins, we will continuously evaluate the safety of holding some of our programs in-person, in an outdoor, socially-distanced capacity,
based on CDC and local health department guidance. We
will do our best to make as many of these outdoor programs accessible for families, caretakers, and children to
participate in virtually. We will make any announcements
regarding program adjustments on social media and our
website and will contact registered patrons with options
for participating should changes arise. Please reach out to
us with questions and we will be happy to assist, youth@
mononalibrary.org

SUMMER READING PROGRAM

Begins June 1st | All ages
Stay tuned for prizes, exciting activities, and adventures
in reading! We will be launching our summer reading program virtually this year through Beanstack: a virtual summer reading program platform. It’s easy to use and it allows
community members to participate safely during the pandemic from your mobile device, with all the benefits of our
summer reading programs from before! We will also have
a paper reading log available for children to independently
utilize and make their own, while families and caretakers
will be provided with easy instructions for recording their
child’s progress within Beanstack! Follow our launch of the
reading program on the library calendar and social media.
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TWEEN & TEEN PROGRAMS

You create your space! While we may be virtual at this
time, we have an active and exciting presence virtually to
support the social emotional needs of our tween and teen
patrons, and to just have fun!

Technology for Tween & Teen Virtual
Programs

● Discord: this secure app allows text, voice, and video
chat for programs. Access to our programs are by
invite only. Parents may need to help younger
users set up an account to get started. Register for an
event, and a day before you will receive instructions
to set up Discord and connect to the library’s server.
http://discordapp.com

Take & Make Kits

Ages 8-17
Periodically we will have maker kits for you to take home
and engage in crafts, STEM activities, and artistic endeavors. You can find updates by following us on social media
and checking the library calendar for updates!

Graphic Novel Book Club

Once a month (dates to be announced) | Ages 8-13
Graphic novels are incredibly valuable for building reading
skills! Graphic novels often contain higher-level vocabulary
that aids kids in inference for determining literary meaning, are excellent for visual learners, and capture “modern
literacy” skills by encouraging graphic interpretation. This
summer our graphic novel book club will take place virtually on Discord once a month, and the group will decide
upon our reading approach.

STEM Tales!

Every other Thursday (starting June) | Ages 8-15
The summer STEM series will feature fun, hands-on activities with video instruction. Registration is required for each
event and closes the Monday before the time listed on the
event. Materials for the program will be provided through
curbside pick-up.

Register for programs at mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127 for more information.

Virtual Roblox Club

Second Tuesday of every month (starting June) | Ages 8-13
Yeah, you read right!
Join our Virtual Roblox club to bring
your friends to a virtual space to play,
or meet new friends
through our club! Roblox is a free, online game that teaches
kids STEM skills and also encourages collaboration among
friends. Roblox games we have played include Adopt Me!,
Tycoon, Extreme Hide and Seek, Work at a Pizza Place, and
more! Vote for which game to play at the start of each program in voice chat. A Roblox and Discord account is needed
to participate. Registration Required.

Virtual Minecraft Club!

Fourth Tuesday of every month (starting June) | Ages 8-17
Be there or be...round? During
our Minecraft club, you will
create collaborative and independent builds, embark on
adventures to explore vast and
magnificent lands, form your
own villages, and participate in events!
● Minecraft Bedrock/Windows 10 Edition required to
play. Server is accessible on multiple platforms, such
as: PC, Playstation, tablet, and XBOX
● This program also requires Discord to play
Details for connecting to the program will be sent
the day before the event to participants.
Registration Required.

Gaming Hangouts

Every Wednesday (starting June) | Ages 8-17
We will play Jackbox games, Among Us, Spaceteam, and
other free-to-play games that are available on many
different devices!

Virtual Makerspace

Dates to be announced | Ages 8-17
We will engage in crafts, art, and STEM in a Virtual
Makerspace! Specific programs will be announced on the
library’s calendar of events. Our Virtual Maker Space will
take place in Discord over video streaming. You will have
plenty of opportunity to ask questions if you need help
along the way. Past programs have included virtual Mason
jar aquariums, paracord bracelets, DIY marbled mugs, and
more!

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
PROGRAMS

Please watch the Calendar of Events, Facebook, and sign up
for the eNewsletter to see what is planned! Here are just a
few of the programs we are offering whether the doors of
the library are open or closed.

Raise a reader! The challenge is meant to introduce
children to a wide range of books and stories and encourage families to spend quality time together so children
enter school ready to read, listen, and learn. Sign up for
the program and get your Woodland Animals reading log at
mymonona.com/878/1000-Books-Program.

Take & Make Kits

New kits every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month | Ages: 4-8
We will have kits for you to take home and engage in creative crafts and simple S.T.E.A.M. activities. Request a kit
at curbside pickup while supplies last. May contain small
parts. Adult supervision recommended.

S.T.E.A.M. Saturday the Online Version!

One Saturday a month | Ages 4-8
Fun Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, & Math
activities for children 4K-2nd
Grade! Explore S.T.E.A.M.
activities using supplies from
around the house or request
a S.T.E.A.M. kit at curbside
pickup while supplies last.
Check the Monona Library
YouTube page https://www.
youtube.com/user/mononalibrary for instructions.

Read with a Dog on Zoom

3rd Monday of every Month (starting June) | Ages 5-10
Children who are independent readers may read out loud to a Reading
Education Assistance Dog. Register for
a 15-minute slot from 4:30 to 5:45pm.
This Zoom event is password protected
with a waiting room so only one child is
admitted based on registration

Register for programs at mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127 for more information.
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Construction Zone

Every other Thursday (starting June) | Ages 4-10
Join Tiffany on Facebook Live to find cool
ways to build with materials that you have
at home! From boxes to blanket forts, and
cool outdoor retreats during the summer,
you can bet we will find fun ways to build
together!

Summer Nature Explorers Series: Pollinators!
Dates to be announced | Ages 4-10
Join us this summer for a fun and educational series focusing on Pollinators!
In June we explore, “What is a pollinator?” as we celebrate National Pollinator Week June 21-27. In July we focus
on what plants support pollinators with
“Create a pollinator friendly garden”. In
August we learn about the magnificent
journey Monarch Butterflies take every year! Event dates
will be added to our calendar.

Children’s Storytimes & Virtual Events
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 10:30 | Ages: 2-5

Storytime sparks a child’s desire for books and can help
stretch their attention span, improve listening skills, and
promote the public library as an enjoyable place where
learning is fun. Younger and older siblings and friends are
always welcome. Find details for dates and times of Storytimes on our library calendar.

StoryWalk® Project

We continue to provide virtual programs on various topics
where you can learn, discover, and enjoy! Please sign up
for our eNewsletter and keep an eye on our website for additional programs and the latest news. If you have any suggestions for program topics, please contact Jenna, jenna@
mononalibrary.org

UNITY Project

May 15 - 31 in Winnequah Park
We’ve spent a year apart, but we’re still one community,
connected in so many ways! Join the Monona Library and
Parks & Recreation in this collaborative public art creation
in the park. UNITY is a larger-than-life structure, created
by the community that helps us celebrate our uniqueness
and strengthens our ties to each other. UNITY consists of 32
posts, each with identifiers such as, “I’m a parent; I speak
English as a second language; I identify as LGBTQ,” etc.
With yarn, community members are invited to tie to each
post with which they identify. A canopy of interconnectedness forms as more people participate. In the end, we see
that we are all connected by something, and it’s our diversity that builds a strong and vibrant community.

How to participate

Share your story
● Fill out your personal “UNITY map.” Download it from
our website, pick up a paper copy at the library, or
attend one of the sessions beginning May 15 (see
online calendar).
● Visit the installation during the staffed sessions to
add your personal story to the art piece. Or return
your “UNITY map” to the library and we will add your
story for you.
● Take photos, share with your friends, and invite your
neighbors to join the project!
Donate yarn
Donations must be brightly colored, unused, and untangled. Beginning May 3, a donation container will
be next to the library’s book drop on the lower level.

As you walk along the path, discover a
story unfolding page after page! A story
walk activity combines the joy of reading with the benefits of being active
outdoors. Watch the sidewalk outside
Monona Library for StoryWalks® this summer! The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT, and developed in collaboration
with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the
Kellogg-Hubbard Library.
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ADULT PROGRAMS

Seasonal Chefs

Dates vary, visit the online calendar for details
and registration
Our popular and delicious Seasonal Chefs program has
moved online! Log on from home and cook alongside local
chefs as they share kitchen tips, coach you through recipes,
and answer your culinary questions. Ingredient lists are
shared in advance. The entire
family is encouraged to join in
and cook along in your very own
kitchen.

Register for programs at mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127 for more information.

Estate Planning Basics

Three-Part Zoom Series, dates & times to be announced
You’ll learn the basics, benefits, and
tax implications of putting your financial ducks in a row now. Attend one or
participate in all three!
1. Powers of Attorney: What are they,
do you need them (yes), and how
they work.
2. Wills and Trusts: A primer on how and why people utilize
them for estate planning.
3. Probate and Intestacy:
What happens when someone dies without a will? Who
inherits? Plus answers to frequently asked questions
about Probate Court.
Monona Public Library Foundation presents this series featuring attorneys from Haskins Short & Brindley in Monona.
See online calendar for details.

Eco-Action Tuesdays

Fourth Tuesday of the month, 6:30-8 pm
Eco-Action Tuesdays is back via Zoom for another great
season of programs! Explore
sustainability topics through
inspiring virtual presentations. You won’t want to miss
any of these presentations: Garden Pests, Eating Lightly on
the Land, Shampoo Bar Workshop, Bat House workshop,
Electric Vehicle Update, Missing Middle Housing, Reducing
Lawn Areas, and a special summer sustainability activity for
children! See our online calendar for details. Sponsored by
MGE and Winnequah TerraCycle. Register.

Creative Quarantine

Second Tuesday of the month, 7-8:30 pm
Creative Quarantine on-line classes with local artist Jennifer Falkowski offer a relaxed vibe and approachable
instruction. Together you’ll explore techniques like printmaking, collage, fiber arts, and bookbinding—while embracing mistakes and celebrating the process. No matter
your skill level or style, this program is for you! The library
will provide supply kits for registered participants, you only
need to prepare a workspace at home and be willing to get
creative!

Book Club

Third Friday of each month, 10-11:30 am
The Friday Morning Book Group is online with Zoom! The
program focuses on thought-provoking and enjoyable
reading in a variety of genres, featuring both fiction and
non-fiction books. This is a casual, drop-in group, so please
join us if you can! Regular print, large print, and book on

CD copies are available at the library one month before the
book discussion.
April 16 - Trust Exercise by Susan Choi
May 21 - A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
June 18 - Here Comes the Sun by Nicole Dennis-Benn
July 16 - Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi 		
Coates
August 20 - The Buried Giant by Kazuo Ishiguro
September 17 - Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid

What to Read Next?

We’ve got some fantastic suggestions for you! Fill out the
‘You and Your Books’ form (mymonona.com/1460/Youand-Your-Books-Form) to let us know some of your reading
likes and dislikes. We’ll find some books for you and have
them available for pick-up at the library! If you have questions, call 608-222-6127.

Hands-on Check-outs

Kits for adults and children are available for loan through
Curbside Pick-up. Call 608-222-6127 to request a kit.

Kits for Adults

● Memory Kits: select from 5 differently themed totes
designed for caregivers of people living with dementia to create special moments, engage the brain, and
help unlock memories.
Kits for Children
Preschoolers, along with their caregivers, will find lots to
discover in these kits:
● Art Kits: craft items to create something from nothing
using imagination and creativity
● Math Kits: learn about counting, numbers, shapes,
measuring, geometry and more
● Read & Play Packs: a book and a puppet to encourage
storytelling and narrative skills
● Squishy Circuit Kits: explore fun S.T.E.M. principles
● World Language Backpacks: introduce your young
one to other languages

Social Media

● Instagram is a great tool for exploring how #mononalibrary tells a story. For even more information on events
and services available at Monona Library, check out
our website at mononalibrary.org and sign up for our
eNewsletter.
● Like us on Facebook for information, reviews, and
resources! You do not need to have your own Facebook
account in order to view the free, open to the public,
library Facebook page.
● Take a look at the Monona Public Library You Tube channel. You’ll find recordings of past programs, how-to
videos for great activities you can do at home, Storytimes, and more!

Register for programs at mononalibrary.org or call 608-222-6127 for more information.
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Friends of the Monona Public Library
1000 Nichols Road
Monona WI 53716

Library Hours

Current Library Hours for Curbside and
Computer by Appointment*
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 2pm-6pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 10am-2pm
*Be sure to check the library website or call
(608) 222-6127 during the hours listed to check
for updates on library hours.

Your Friendly Board Members:
Kay Gage, President
Abbie Loomis,Vice President
Lynda Weinberger, Past President
Teresa Adams, Secretary
Andrea Lowe, Treasurer

