AGENDA
MONONA PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
Tuesday April 12, 2022 6:30 PM
City Hall Conference Room
5211 Schluter Rd, Monona WI 53716

1.

Roll Call

2.

Approval of Minutes – March 8, 2022

3.

Appearances
A.

4.

Unfinished Business
A.

5.

New Business
A.
Discussion/Recommendation of No Mow May in Monona Parks
B.

Discussion/Action to accept donation of storage shed at Ahuska Park –
Monona Home Talent Baseball Club

C.

Discussion of Park Sign Locations and Park Rules Signage

6.

Director’s Report & Questions to Staff from Committee
A.
Jake Anderson – Parks & Recreation Director

7.

Updates/Discussion on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Efforts

8.

Updates/Discussion on San Damiano Steering Committee & Friends of San
Damiano

9.

Adjournment

NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals through auxiliary aids or services. For
additional information or to request this service, contact Joan Andrusz at (608) 222-2525 (not a TDD telephone number, Fax: (608) 222-9225, or through
the City Police Department TDD telephone number 441-0399.
The public is notified that any final action taken at a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant to the City of Monona ordinances. A suspension of
the rules may allow for final action to be taken on an item of New Business.
It is possible that members of and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the municipality may be in attendance at the above
stated meeting to gather information or speak about a subject, over which they have decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above
stated meeting will take no action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.

MINUTES
MONONA PARK AND RECREATION BOARD
CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM
Tuesday, March 8 2022
The regular meeting of the Park and Recreation Board for the City of Monona was called to order by Chair Alder
Doug Wood at 6:31 pm.
Roll Call
Present:

Chair Alder Doug Wood, Co-Chair Alder Molly Grupe, Tony Gomez-Phillips Thom Evans, Rachel
Groman, Jeff Hinz, Jennifer Kahl Pat Howell, Parks & Recreation Director Jake Anderson

Absent:

Kelly Slack

Approval of the Minutes
Pat Howell made a motion, seconded by Thom Evans to approve the minutes from January 25 and February 8
meeting. Motion Carried
Appearances
A.

None

Unfinished Business
A.
None
New Business
A.
Discussion/Recommendation of Facility Use Agreement – Lake Monona Sailing Club
Chuck Howting from the Lake Monona Sailing Club gave a presentation to the committee on the history of
the club, current members, and activities planned for the 2022 season. The committee was supportive of
extending the agreement to the end of the 2022 season.
Jeff Hinz made a motion, seconded by Pat Howell to recommend the extension of the Facility Use
Agreement as presented. Motion Carried.
B.

Discussion/Recommendation of Facility Use Agreement – Pa Pa’s BBQ at Ahuska Park

Director Anderson presented the staff proposed Facility Use Agreement and noted that the pilot
season of exclusive vending at Ahuska Park was successful and payment was received on time. The
Committee was supportive of the proposed Facility Use Agreement.
Tony Gomez-Phillips made a motion, seconded by Rachel Groman to recommend the three
year Facility Use Agreement with Pa Pa’s BBQ. Motion Carried.
C.

Discussion/Recommendation of Facility Use Agreement – Monona Swim & Dive Club
Monona Swim & Dive Board President Rob Bleuthing was in attendance to discuss club activities and answer
any question from the committee. Director Anderson noted that there has been an excellent partnership in use
of the pool and flexibility of the Swim & Dive Team. The Committee was supportive of the proposed Facility
Use Agreement with the agreed time changes to the Pre-Season hours.
Molly Grupe made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Kahl to recommend the 2022 Facility Use
Agreement with Monona Swim & Dive. Motion carried.

D.

Discussion/Recommendation of Additional Canoe/Kayak Rack at Healy Lane Parking Lot at
Winnequah Park

Director Anderson presented a plan to add a 2nd kayak/canoe rack based on demand from residents for
additional spots and for the Recreation Division to have several canoes to use for summer camp. This project
would include a concrete pad for two racks, and a more accessible entrance to the channel similar to what was
done on the lagoon by the Gazebo. The Committee was supportive of this proposal.
Thom Evans made a motion to approve the addition of the additional kayak/canoe rack at the Healy
Lane Parking Lot, seconded by Rachel Groman. Motion Carried.

Director’s Report & Questions to Staff from Committee
A. Jake Anderson – Parks & Recreation Director
Anderson provided a verbal report of department activities including financial updates from the Monona Bank
RiverRink end of season.
Updates/Discussion on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Efforts
None
Friends of San Damiano/Steering Committee Reports
Pat Howell reported the Friends of San Damiano have raised over $95,000 for the completion of a property master plan.
Director Anderson noted the RFP has been issued and is due on April 4th and the Steering Committee would review and
provide a recommendation to Council at their next meeting.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn by Jeff Hinz seconded by Molly Grupe was carried at 8:17 pm.

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD (Agenda Item 5A)
Meeting Date: April 8, 2022
AGENDA ITEM:
Discussion/Recommendation of Participation in No Mow May in Monona Parks
REQUESTED BY:
Alder Wood & Grupe
POLICY ANALYSIS STATEMENT:
Alders Wood & Grupe introduced a resolution at the April 5th City Council Meeting to amend the ordinance to allow
public participation in the National No Mow May Campaign advocated by Bee City USA https://beecityusa.org/no-mowmay/
This ordinance resolutions allows for homeowners to let their grass grow longer than 8” defined in the ordinance attached
to this form. Alder’s Wood & Grupe would like to get Parks Board feeback on city participation/promotion in this
program

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Director Anderson recommends not participating in No Mow May in Monona Parks for the following reasons:
• The majority of our parks are active recreation areas for the public to enjoy
• Not mowing sections of park property have unitended consequenes including:
o Additional staff time and fuel consumption to cut down and remove tall grass when program is over
o Additional weeds/invasives that will grow and impact operations and neighbos
Parks & Recreation Staff have developed a pollinator habitat area by the North Winnequah Lagoon and have areas in
Winnequah Park that will be transitioned into No Mow grass that includes pollinator friendly plantings. This is scheduled
for implantation during the 2022 season and includes the following areas
- Pool Parking Lot Landscaping Project
- Select areas along the lagoon where previous invasive removal has taken place

Ordinance No. 4-22-752
Monona Common Council
AMENDING CHAPTER 263-6 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES
TO ALLOW “NO MOW MAY”
WHEREAS, bees are facing catastrophic declines. In North America, nearly one in four native bee
species is imperiled, according to the Center for Biological Diversity, partly because of habitat loss,
pesticide use, climate change and urbanization; and,
WHEREAS, lawns typically provide poor habitat for bees. But if allowed to flower, plants other than
grass can provide rare spring food for bees emerging from hibernation; and,
WHEREAS, in 2020, the City of Appleton became the first city in the United States to adopt No Mow
May, with 435 homes registering to take part; and,
WHEREAS, Dr. Israel Del Toro and Dr. Relena Ribbons, professors at Lawrence University in Appleton
published a study of the impacts of No Mow May on Appleton’s bees. They found that No Mow May
lawns had five times the number of bees and three times the bee species than did mown lawns (Del Toro
I, Ribbons RR. 2020. No Mow May lawns have higher pollinator richness and abundances: An engaged
community provides floral resources for pollinators. PeerJ 8:e10021 https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.10021);
and,
WHEREAS, by 2021, a dozen communities across Wisconsin had adopted No Mow May, and the
concept had also spread to communities in Iowa, Minnesota, Illinois and Montana; and,
WHEREAS, current city ordinance Chapter 263-6 prohibits lawn grass greater than eight inches in
height.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council of the City of Monona, Dane
County, Wisconsin, do ordain as follows:
SECTION 1: Chapter 263-6 C is hereby amended as follows:
§ 263-6 Regulation of length of lawn and grasses.
A. Purpose. This section is adopted due to the unique nature of the problems associated with
lawns, grasses and noxious weeds being allowed to grow to excessive length in the City of
Monona.
B. Public nuisance declared. The Common Council finds that lawns, grasses and noxious weeds
on nonagricultural lots or parcels of land, as classified under the Zoning Code, within the City
of Monona, which exceed eight inches in length, adversely affect the public health and safety
of the public in that they tend to emit pollen and other discomforting bits of plants, constitute
a fire hazard and a safety hazard in that debris can be hidden in the grass, interfere with the
public convenience and adversely affect property values of other land within the City. For
that reason, any nonagricultural lawn, grass or weed on a lot or other parcel of land which
exceeds eight inches in length is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, except for property
located in a designated floodplain area and/or wetland area or where the lawn, grass or weed
is part of a natural lawn approved pursuant to § 263-5 above.
C. Nuisances prohibited. Except during the month of May, no person, firm or corporation shall
permit any public nuisance as defined in Subsection B above to remain on any premises
owned or controlled by him or her within the City.
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by law.
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Adopted this _______ day of __________________________ 2022.

BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF MONONA, WISCONSIN

________________________________________
Mary K. O’Connor
Mayor
ATTEST:

________________________________________
Alene Houser
City Clerk

Introduced By: Alders Wood and Grupe
Council Action:
Date Introduced:
Date Approved:
Date Disapproved:

4-4-22
______

______
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PARK AND RECREATION BOARD (Agenda Item 5B)
Meeting Date: April 8, 2022
AGENDA ITEM:
Discussion/Recommendation of Donation of Storage Shed at Ahuska Park – Monona Home Talent
REQUESTED BY:
Jake Anderson
POLICY ANALYSIS STATEMENT:
Monona Home Talent Baseball Club currently utilizes a storage shed at Ahuska Park for equipment/supply storage for
maintenance of the Murphy Anthony Baseball Field. The shed is in poor condition and mice have been chewing through
supplies and equipment. The Home Talent Baseball Club would like to purchase and install a slightly larger shed 10’ x
12’ in an area approved by the Parks & Recreation Director. Examples of possible sheds can be viewed at
https://abuilding4you.com/buildings/
Business Manager Mike Anthony will be in attendance to discuss the proposal/donation.
This donation would require Park & Recreation Board approval and most likely Plan Commission Review/Proposal.
Attached is the conceptual master plan for Ahusak Park for committee review

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Director Anderson agrees the current shed is in poor condition and is in need of significant repair or replacement.
Staff is currently investigating costs and feasibility of proposing a larger storage building (30’ x 60’) to be included in an
update to the Ahuska Park Master Plan and Capital Budget proposal for the following reasons:
- We currently are storing ice rink equipment, athletic field maintenance equipment, mowers, special event
supplies, park supplies at multiple locations throughout the city. This is problematic for many reasons
- Ahuska Park is a suitable location for a larger storage unit given the location, impact on neighbors, and
current/future park use
- Consolidating locations of where equipment is stored will allow for more efficient use of staff time and ability to
keep up with maintenance opearations and extend the life of equipment.
Anderson supports the donation proposal but would like to pick an area of the park that doesn’t conflict with this staff led
proposal for improvements at Ahuska Park.

Existing Shed Photos - Located on 3rd base line near the fence at Ahuska Park

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD (Agenda Item 5C)
Meeting Date: April 8, 2022
AGENDA ITEM:
Discussion/Recommendation of Park Sign Locations/Informational Text
REQUESTED BY:
Jake Anderson
POLICY ANALYSIS STATEMENT:
The 2022 Capital Budget included funding for replacement park signs at the following locations
Winnequah Park (2 signs)
Three Meadows Park (2 signs)
Waterman Way Park (1 sign)
Our normal provider of park signs Openwood Studios has gone out of business and staff is waiting on a proposal for a
new vendor. Discussion should be location of signs for these three parks.
Additionally there have been requests for updates to existing parks signage at various parks that could include the
following information about park rules including:
- No Metal Detecting
- No bikes on park paths or observation decks (Wyldhaven, Stone Bridge)
- No amplified music without a permit
- No Smoking/Vaping
- Dogs on Leash

Director Anderson would like to heard feedback from Committee Members and a consenus for what text should be
displayed on preferably one sign that can be posted as a pilot program at several parks for this year. This could also
include a QR Code to the city website clarifying rules/regulations or directly to city ordinance section relating to parks.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Director Anderson recommends that if a recommendation can be made by the committee, that a signage package be
developed and installed this year at the following parks
- Wyldhaven Park
- Stone Bridge Park
- San Damiano Property
- Winnequah Park

