
 
 

Proper use of the two way center turn lane on Monona Drive 
(Or everything you wanted to know about a TWLTL, but were afraid to ask!) 

 
Monona Drive is currently being reconstructed from Broadway to Nichols with a shared center 
lane marked as a two-way left turn lane (TWLTL).  This lane is for the exclusive use of left 
turning vehicles and may be used by drivers making a left turn in either direction.  It shall NOT 
be used for passing or travel by a driver except to make a left turn. 
 
The lane is bordered on either side by two yellow lines - the inner line is broken or dashed, 
the outer line is solid. Pavement marking arrows may or may not be present.  This lane is for 
the exclusive use of left turning vehicles and may be used by drivers making a left turn in 
either direction into driveways and side streets. It should not be used for passing or travel by 
a driver except to make a left turn. This lane may not be used to pass other vehicles and get 
to the intersection that is several hundred feet away. The use of this lane is restricted to 200 
to 300 feet to decelerate, wait and make your left turns. This lane is provided to remove left-
turning vehicles from the through lanes and store those vehicles in the median area until an 
acceptable gap in opposing traffic is available. On Monona Drive, where a center lane has 
been provided by distinctive pavement markings for the use of vehicles turning left from either 
direction, no vehicles may turn left from any other lane. 
 
For making left turns at major intersections, wait until you get to the break in pavement lines 
(end of the solid yellow line) which marks the beginning of the left turn storage lane at the 
intersection. 
 
Every week drivers in Monona have problems associated with improper use of the new center 
left turn lane on Monona Drive. The most frequent problems occur when one or more through 
lanes stop to let a vehicle out of a driveway to make their left turn and during the process 
possibly gets hit by a vehicle in the middle lane racing to get to the left turn storage lane at the 
intersection.   Please remember, the center lane for left turns was NOT designed as a driving 
lane, a passing lane, an acceleration lane, or an extension of the left turn lane. If while driving 
in this lane you drive past a possible turn location, pass another car, or speed up, you have 
probably used this lane incorrectly.  Please drive safely and PAY ATTENTION, to avoid a 
costly reminder (be it a crash or a ticket and points on your driving record)!! 


