City of Monona- Monona Riverfront Redevelopment

Corridor & District Opportunities
Introduction
There are few places along the Yahara chain of lakes (Mendota, Monona, Waubesa, and Kegonsa) where
active urban development meets the waterfront. The last few years have seen the development of the
Edgewater Hotel along Lake Mendota, development of a riverfront plan Yahara River through the
Isthmus, and the Nolen Centennial Project edging John Nolen Drive seeks to celebrate the region’s rich
water amenities through activated public spaces. The mixed use Monona Waterfront Redevelopment
project and broader Broadway Corridor initiative would join these efforts in positively impacting the
greater Yahara lakes region, while anchoring Monona’s position as a prominent lake city.

Central City Waterfronts
Lake-Oriented Destination City
Since incorporation in 1938, Monona has been a community defined by the lakes. As more and more
residents called these shores home, the City took intentional steps to strengthen their lakeside, familyfriendly community brand. Now, completely bounded by the lake and the City of Madison, Monona is
poised to take the next steps in becoming a regional destination, extracting the untapped potential
along the shores of its greatest asset.








Capitalize on Monona’s Yahara River waterfront and Lake Monona access by developing an
active destination that serves and attracts users on the lake chain, contributes to the region’s
growing profile of waterfront amenities, and further positions the City as a prominent lake
community
Provide a vibrant gathering place where Monona residents can access their waterfront
Explore opportunities to utilize the lake and river as an economic generator for Monona that
increases tax base and maximizes the use of finite developable land
Provide one of the few Yahara River destinations that offers mixed use development with active
public space and recreational amenities.
Capitalize on the ease of multimodal connection to Downtown Madison and other Lake
Monona destinations via car, bus, bike, boat, kayak, canoe or paddleboard
Position the waterfront project as a significant lake chain trailhead for recreational and
commuter bikers, boaters, and paddlesport enthusiasts

Broadway Corridor/ Waterfront District Opportunities
These broad opportunities are supported and realized through implementation of specific on-theground initiatives identified at three levels: the Yahara River Redevelopment Project level, the Monona
Waterfront District level, and the Broadway Corridor level.
1. Yahara River Redevelopment Project
Target this underutilized Yahara River shoreline to create an active, mixed-use waterfront gathering
place that serves as a regional destination for water sports enthusiasts, visitors and residents.
a. Define the triangle as a community destination, gathering place, and trailhead
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b.
c.
d.
e.

Provide waterfront living and lodging opportunities
Enhance open space with outdoor dining and public waterfront access
Improve visibility of the lake loop connection to proposed bike lanes and riverwalk extension
Enhance Bridge Road bridge with water-oriented streetscaping and neighborhood signifiers (i.e.
flags, banners)

2. Monona Waterfront District
Expand placemaking efforts between Paunack Park and Upper Mud Lake to create a unique wateroriented district destination, distinct from anything else in the region.
a. Riverwalk: Extend and enhance the existing riverwalk system throughout the district and into
the Yahara River project site, linking it to the Lake Loop in Paunack Park and other existing lake
amenities
b. Monona Waterfront Corridor Enhancements (long-term): Over time, continue the waterfront
theme at the Monona Drive interchange, along West Broadway in the Waterfront District.
Positioning West Broadway as a major corridor and gateway, highlight existing water-oriented
businesses and amenities, communicate the District’s “waterfront neighborhood” status to
roadway users, and foster a more walkable, pedestrian-friendly environment
c. Southern Subarea (mid/long-term): Capitalize on this site’s visibility to the Beltline and
Broadway and explore opportunities for a hotel and/or restaurant
d. Adjacent Housing (mid/long-term): Individual property owners may see opportunities to acquire
and consolidate parcels for larger riverfront developments that provide residents with more
waterfront and create walkable waterfront neighborhoods
3. Broadway Corridor Opportunities
Significant progress has been made to enhance the Broadway corridor and redevelop Beltline frontage.
Now is the time to make the next big step of strategically positioning this corridor as a walkable, urban
commercial node ready to absorb regional growth and increased tax base. Several opportunities are
poised to further this goal.
a. WPS Campus (mid-term opportunity)
 Partner with WPS to densify the campus and secure properties for future expansion
 Increase the tax base by identifying and attracting other businesses that would seek to
co-locate
 Increase structured parking
b. Shopping Center (mid-term opportunity)
 Reposition as a major commercial destination and employment center
 Densify with mixed-use development that provides new shopping, housing, and
employment opportunities
c. West Broadway Interchange
 Position this interchange as a significant community entrance
 Coordinate with the City of Madison and DOT to streetscape and further enhance the
interchange
d. Beltline Highway Reliever
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Work with the City of Madison and DOT to schedule and coordinate construction of an
off-Beltline connection providing express access to Monona’s Broadway corridor in
conjunction with the rebuilding of the Beltline Highway
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