Plan Commission Meeting Date: March 24, 2014
PLAN COMMISSION (Agenda Item 5.A. and 5.B.)
AGENDA ITEM:
Recommendation on Request by Charles DiMaggio, President, Car Connections, Inc., on
Proposal to Operate a Used Auto Sales Business at DiMaggio Service Center, 901 W
Broadway.
REQUESTED BY:
Charles DiMaggio, Car Connection LLC.
Case No.
2-004-2014
PERMIT/POLICY ANALYSIS STATEMENT:
Brief Description of Proposal:
The parcel at 901 W Broadway was developed in 1987 as Joe DiMaggio’s Goodyear Tire
Center, an auto repair and tire center. The building is approximately 5,800 sq. ft. on a
35,700 sq. ft. lot. The site is between the Wetland Conservancy and the La Petite Academy
Daycare Center with frontage on West Broadway and is accessed off of Bridge Road. The
property is owned by Joe and Gerri DiMaggio.
Charles DiMaggio is the president of Car Connection, Inc., a small used car business that is
currently operating out of 1337 Regent Street in Madison. He has received the property
owner’s approval to use up to three parking stalls for displaying used cars for sale as well
as office space to conduct business. Charles DiMaggio is the only employee of the business
and customers would visit by appointment only.
Current Policy or Practice
The property at 901 W Broadway is zoned Community Design District (CDD). The new
use by Car Connection, Inc. is a new use on the site which requires approval of a zoning
permit by the Plan Commission according to Sec. 13-1-180 of the Monona Municipal
Zoning Code.
Plans submitted are reviewed for compliance with the Use and Site Performance Standards
of the Zoning Code, standards in the CDD Zoning District Section of the Code, Appendix A
of the Code, and all other applicable sections of the Monona Municipal Code of
Ordinances.
Recommendation
Approval a Zoning Permit for Car Connection Inc., for use of three parking stalls at Joe
DiMaggio’s Tire Center at 901 W Broadway to sell used cars, as proposed, according to
Section 13-1-180 of the Monona Municipal Zoning Code is recommended with the
following conditions of approval:

1. Sales of cars shall be restricted to only the three parking stalls indicated on the site
plan submitted.
2. No more than three cars may be sold on the property at any one time.
3. Signage on the cars shall be restricted to the three types of signs shown in the photos
submitted, including a price tag on the vehicles rear-view window, an 8” x 10”
vehicle disclosure form, and a sticker on the vehicle.
4. Other temporary signage and attention getting devices such as banners, balloons,
flags and pennants are not allowed.
5. The property owner has an outstanding balance with the City of Monona. Approval
of this permit is subject to payment of all outstanding balances, and Staff will hold
the final permit until notified by the Finance Director that all balances have been
paid.
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Background on Site
The parcel at 901 W Broadway was developed in 1987 as Joe DiMaggio’s Goodyear Tire Center,
an auto repair and tire center. The building is approximately 5,800 sq. ft. on a 35,700 sq. ft. lot.
The site is between the Wetland Conservancy and the La Petite Academy Daycare Center with
frontage on West Broadway. The site is accessed from Bridge Road. The property is owned by
Joe and Gerri DiMaggio.
Proposal
Charles DiMaggio is the president of Car Connection, Inc., a small used car business that is
currently operating out of 1337 Regent Street in Madison. He has received the property owner’s
approval to use up to three parking stalls for displaying used cars for sale as well as office space
to conduct business. Charles DiMaggio is the only employee of the business and customers
would visit by appointment only.
Public Hearing Scheduled
A public hearing and prehearing conference where held on February 24, 2014. A summary of
the discussion is as follows:
-

Charles DiMaggio, Car Connection, Inc. said he has approval to operate on this property
from the property owner of 901 W Broadway, Joe DiMaggio. He is proposing use of
three stalls on the property. Joe DiMaggio, owner of DiMaggio Service Center, stated he
has submitted a parking lot plan showing the three stalls reserved for Car Connection,
Inc. and that there is adequate parking available on the rest of the site so that Car
Connection would not interfere with the Service Center business. He said Car
Connection would be allowed no more than three parking stalls and that Charles
DiMaggio will be the only employee.

-

Ms. Devenish asked if there will be any signage, including signs on cars for sale. Joe
DiMaggio said there will be no signage except for inside car windows. Charles
DiMaggio explained that the interior car window sign will include the required
Department of Motor Vehicles sign which includes a sale price of the car (an 8” x 10”
sheet) and a sheet that explains the cars are for sale by appointment only. Customers will
not be able to test drive cars without an appointment. He said that the cars for sale will
be mostly higher-end vehicles and late models.

-

Mr. Homburg asked if the applicants are considering other advertising or attention getting
signs such as balloons or banners. He said any approval would be accompanied with
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multiple conditions to ensure the operation of the business is consistent with what was
proposed and discussed. He added that the proposal might be viewed differently if it
were in an industrial district; this location is at an important intersection on Broadway
and could potentially change the character of the area. He added that the City once had
an ordinance that prohibited the sale of vehicles on lots by persons other than the
property owner in order to address aesthetic issues.
-

Alder Holmquist stated that a photo of the disclosure as well as a description of where it
would be place would be helpful for the next hearing of this proposal.

-

Mr. Homburg said he is unsure about allowing large “for sale” signs on the vehicle
windows. He said he would not want the property to look like a car lot.

-

Mr. Homburg said that he has never seen an issue with parking on the site, or overflow
into the nearby cul-de-sac, so he does not believe the proposal to use three lots for used
car sales should pose a problem. The property owner may want to consider a different
location for snow storage.

Plans Submitted
The following plans were submitted:
- Narrative letter of intent from Charles DiMaggio, Car Connection Inc., dated 2/2/14;
- Site plan.
- Three photos of signage proposed to be displayed on cars that are for sale in the lot
including a small decal on the rear bumper of the car, a hanging price tag on the car’s rear
view mirror, and an 8” x 10” disclosure form required by the DMV.
Public Hearing Scheduled
A public hearing notice was mailed to surrounding property owners on 3/12/14.
Consistency with Zoning Ordinance, Comprehensive Plan, and Surrounding Uses
The property at 901 W Broadway is zoned Community Design District (CDD). The use of the
site for DiMaggio’s Tire Center is an existing approved use. The new use by Car Connection,
Inc. is a new use on the site which requires approval of a zoning permit by the Plan Commission
according to Sec. 13-1-180 of the Monona Municipal Zoning Code.
Plans submitted are reviewed for compliance with the Use and Site Performance Standards of the
Zoning Code, standards in the CDD Zoning District Section of the Code, Appendix A of the
Code, and all other applicable sections of the Monona Municipal Code of Ordinances.
The Plan Commission should review the proposal according to these sections and determine if a
used car sales operation is consistent with the CDD Zoning District, and shall review the
proposal according to the Use and Site performance standards of the Zoning Ordinance, and the
Quantitative Standards of Appendix A.
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Site Plan
No changes are proposed to the site layout regarding driveways, access, surfaces or structures.
The three stalls proposed to be used for the used car sales are located at the north end of the
parking lot with visibility along W Broadway.
Parking
According to Appendix A of the Code, automotive sales, services, and repair businesses, have
the following parking requirements:
- (2)Automotive sales, service and repair businesses shall provide four (4) parking spaces
plus one (1) additional space for each five hundred (500) square feet of floor area over
the first one thousand (1,000) square feet.
The building is approximately 5,800 sf in area which requires about 30 stalls for the Joe
DiMaggio Tire Center business. The site plan submitted shows there are 35 parking stalls on
site. The Charles DiMaggio Car Connection business requires 3 stalls for display of vehicles
plus one employee stall and at least one customer stall, for a total of five stalls. It appears that
the site will have adequate parking to accommodate the new proposed business without
impacting the required parking for the current use of the site.
The consensus of the Plan Commission was that the use is consistent with the parking needed by
Joe DiMaggio’s Tire Center on the site, and that there have not been previous problems with
overflow parking onto nearby streets.
Outstanding Debt
The Finance Director has provided information that the property owner Joe DiMaggio has
outstanding payments due to the City of Monona. The applicants have been notified that the
Plan Commission may approve the zoning permit for this proposal on Joe DiMaggio’s property,
but the City will not release a final approved permit for operation until all outstanding debts have
been satisfied.
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Photos of Proposed Signage to
Display on Used Cars for Sale
Submitted by Charles
DiMaggio, Car Connection, LLC
February 28, 2014

