CITY OF MONONA
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Monona City Hall – Conference Room
5211 Schluter Road, Monona, WI 53716
Thursday April 18, 2019
5:30 p.m.
1. Call to Order.
2. Roll Call.
3. Appearances.
4. Approval of October 18, 2018 Minutes
5. Public Hearing and Consideration of Action: Britton & Katherine Reynolds,
1401 Nishishin Trail, are requesting a variance from Monona Municipal Code of
Ordinances Sec. 480-24(D)(4)(d), Shore Yard Setbacks for the purpose of
constructing a new home at this location. (Case No. Z-001-2019)
6. Next Meeting Date
a. Upcoming Regular Meeting Dates: May 16, 2019
7. Adjournment.

NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Monona will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals
through auxiliary aids or services. For additional information or to request this service, contact Joan Andrusz
at (608)222-2525, FAX: (608)222-9225, or through the City Police Department TDD telephone number 4410399. The public is notified that any final action taken at a previous meeting may be reconsidered pursuant
to the City of Monona ordinances. A suspension of the rules may allow for final action to be taken on an
item of New Business.
It is possible that members of a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the
municipality may be in attendance at the above state meeting to gather information or speak about a subject,
over which they have decision-making responsibility. Any governmental body at the above state meeting
will take no action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.
Agenda posted on the City Hall, Library, and Community Center bulletin boards and on the City of
Monona’s website, www.mymonona.com.

Zoning Board of Appeals
October 18, 2018

Minutes
City of Monona
Zoning Board of Appeals
Thursday October 18, 2018
Chair Kuhr called the meeting of the Monona Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 5:55 pm.
Present:

Alder Kuhr (Chair), Mr. Schweiger, Ms. Piliouras

Excused:

Mr. Hermanson, Ms. Lamb

Unexcused:

Mr. Gavins

Also Present: Interim City Planner Kory D. Anderson
Approval of Minutes:
A motion by Mr. Schweiger, seconded by Ms. Piliouras, to approve the minutes of
September 20, 2018 carried with no corrections.
Appearances:
Mr. Zach Kraus – 700 Interlake Drive (applicant) – In Favor
New Business:
A. Public Hearing and Consideration of Action: Zach & Brooke Kraus, 700 Interlake Drive, are
requesting a variance from Monona Municipal Code of Ordinances Sec. 466-17(A)(1),
Foundation Stem Walls in Lieu of Meeting the 15ft Requirement for Fill Around Structure One
Foot Above the Regional Flood Elevation for the purpose of constructing a new home at this
location. (Case No. Z-007-2018)
Zach was present at the meeting to present the plans for his proposed house and the use of stem
walls. Zach and his engineer are still working on options for addressing compensatory storage for
the new construction. One item that was discussed in detail was that the proposed garage will have
to be shifted so that it meets the 7ft side yard setback requirement.
A motion was made by Mr. Schweiger, seconded by Ms. Piliouras to approve the use of
foundation stem walls in lieu of meeting the 15ft requirement for fill around a structure one
foot above the regional flood elevation for the purpose of constructing a new home at 700
Interlake Drive with the narrowness of the existing lot being an unnecessary hindrance to
building a normal width house within the constraints of the code.
The motion carried with three votes in favor and none in opposition.
Upcoming Meetings:
No applications have been received for a potential meeting in November 2018.
Adjournment:
A motion by Mr. Schweiger, seconded by Ms. Piliouras, to adjourn was carried. (6:20 pm.)
Respectfully submitted by:
Kory D. Anderson, Interim City Planner

Chapter 15 – Variances
Figure 25: Area and Use Variance Decision Process

Area and Use Variance Decision Process
Step 1: Consider alternatives to the variance request.

Area Variance – Provides an increment
of relief (normally small) from a
dimensional restriction such as building
height, area, setback, etc.

Use Variance – Permits a landowner to
put property to an otherwise prohibited
use.

1. Unnecessary Hardship exists when
compliance would unreasonably prevent
the owner from using the property for a
permitted purpose or would render
conformity with such restrictions
unnecessarily burdensome. Consider
these points:
 Purpose of zoning restriction
 Zoning restriction’s effect on property
 Short term, long term and cumulative
effects of variance on neighborhood
and public interest.

1. Unnecessary Hardship exists when
no reasonable use can be made of the
property without a variance.

SECTION IV

Step 2: Determine if all three statutory
y variance criteria are met.

2. Unique physical property limitations such as steep slopes or wetlands must prevent
compliance with the ordinance. The circumstances of an applicant, such as a growing
family, elderly parents, or a desire for a larger garage, are not legitimate factors in
deciding variances.

3. No harm to public interests A variance may not be granted which results in harm to
public interests. Public interests can be determined from the general purposes of an
ordinance as well as the purposes for a specific ordinance provision. Analyze short-term,
long-term and cumulative impacts of variance requests on the neighbors, community and
statewide public interest.

Step 3: Grant or deny
y request
q
for variance recording rationale and findings.
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TO: The Zoning Board of Appeals
City of Monona, Dane County, Wisconsin
We respectfully submit a request that the following variance to be granted for the construction of a new
single family home at 1401 Nishishin Trail. We are requesting that a 3.5 foot variance to the standard
shoreyard setback of 50 feet be granted, bringing the setback of the proposed structure to 46.5 feet.
The shoreyard portion of the house will range from 51 feet on the east side of the lot, to 46.5 feet on
the west side of the property. We believe that the narrowness of the lot and the non-linear nature of
the shoreline create a difficulty in building a home for a growing family.
The variance requested is not contrary to the public interest, due to the fact that we will be replacing a
dilapidated structure and poorly maintained property with a house that is more fitting a family
neighborhood. The proposed structure will also improve the storm water runoff of the property. The
decision to grant the variance will not endanger public safety or welfare. We believe that this small
variance is consistent with the spirit of the zoning ordinances adopted by the city and is harmonious
with the general character of Belle Isle.
If granted, this variance will allow us to build a home suitable for our growing family, while also
improving the aesthetics of the neighborhood.

Thank you for your consideration,
Britton and Katherine Reynolds

